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SUBJECT: USG SUPPORTS MAURITANIAN RELATIONS WITH ROK 
REFS: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 2798, (B) NOUAKCHOTT 1797. 

1 . YOU SHOULD STRONGLY SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE GIRM 
INCLINATIONS TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH THE ROKG. IN 
DOING SO, THE FOLLOWING POINTS MAY BE USEFUL. ROK REPRE- 
SENTS ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 
IN THE WORLD, HAVING ACHIEVED AVERAGE GROWTH OF GNP OF 
OVER TEN PERCENT ANNUALLY FOR MORE THAN A DECADE. AS A 
RESULT, ITS PRODUCTS AND FIRMS ARE WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD, AND PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST. 
FYI: EVER SINCE NORTH KOREA THREW AWAY ITS LONG-STANDING 
ADVANTAGE IN MAURITANIA (RELATIONS WERE ESTABLISHED 

1 1/12/63) BY TAKING THE WRONG SIDE BY RECOGNIZING THE 
SDAR, THE ROK HAS BEEN VERY INTERESTED IN FILLING THE 
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DIPLOMATIC VACUUM. ROK INTEREST IS WHETTED BY THE HOPE 
OF GAINING ACCESS TO THE SIGNIFICANT FISHING RESOURCES OFF 
MAURITANIAN COAST. END FYI. 

2. DESPITE TWO-YEAR LULL IN ANNUAL UNITED NATIONS DEBATE 
ON KOREA, DIPLOMATIC COMPETITION BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH 
REMAINS KEEN, ESPECIALLY IN THIRD WORLD AND NON-ALIGNED 
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COUNTRIES. USG BELIEVES THAT RECOGNITION OF ROK IS ONLY 
DUE A COUNTRY WITH TWICE THE POPULATION AND THREE TIMES 
THE ECONOMIC SIZE OF NORTH KOREA, AND A MUCH MORE OPEN 
SOCIETY, AND THAT SUCH RECOGNITION IS AN ELEMENT FOR 
STABILITY, UNDERCUTTING NORTH KOREA'S EXAGGERATED 
CLAIMS TO SOLE LEGITIMACY AND OVERWHELMING ECONOMIC 
SUCCESS. DEPARTMENT IS AWARE THAT ROK HAS BEEN 
PARTICULARLY ACTIVE IN TRYING TO ESTABLISH CONTACTS WITH 
GIRM (REFTEL B), AND WE WISH TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED BY LAGHDAF TO SUPPORT THIS 
EFFORT. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER DETAILS ON 
PROGRESS IN ROK-GIRM RELATIONS. CHRISTOPHER 
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